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and even when on the worst terms with Ministers and
Directors he was always ready to give them the benefit of
his experience. On November 13th, 1770, Olive suffered
an irreparable loss in the death of George Grenville,
who had always been his firm friend. Grenville was
the only man to whose advice he listened, and it was he
who, by his personal intervention, had terminated the
disputes relating to the jagir. Clive was now cast
adrift on the sea of politics. His Parliamentary in-
fluence was considerable, and if he had attached himself
to either of the great political parties in the House all
would have been well But he could not identify him-
self with men whose policy he disapproved, or accom-
modate himself to the exigencies of party government;
and he deliberately took up an isolated position at the
head of a small party of his own. He thus incurred
the hostility of Whigs and Tories, and left himself
exposed without support to the attacks of his enemies.
It was an unfortunate decision, and almost seems to in-
dicate that his clearness of vision and wonted elasticity of
mind were beginning to fail. ' He looked upon Chatham
and Grenville as the only men who were capable of
entertaining great ideas; and, in his despondency at
their removal from the stage by illness and death, he
could see no remedy for the anarchy and confusion that
pervaded every part of the British Empire.
Parliament had hitherto paid little attention to the
manner in which the East India Company governed its
possessions in India. The weak administrations that had
followed each other in rapid succession since the death of
George the Second were too much occupied with their
own quarrels, the riots in the country and the insurrec-
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